Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/06 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201 700009-4 


LONDON TIMES 
29 May 1930 STAT 


THE VIEWS. OF A SOVIET DEFECTOR 


What, is • interesting about Mr 
Dzhirkvel'ovy "the Soviet defector 
whom we have been interview- 
ing over the past. week,, is that, 
be seems a, very ordinary product-, 
of the Soviet, apparatus in, every- -: 
respect except that "he defected.- 
He worked his way-dutifully. up- 
thedadder under Stalin, /suffered-; 
the now';familiar. loss of illusions./ 
when Stalin was discredited;, and:> 

' then, /served, on , -with , .waning/ 
belief to achieve-, ar modest -level-, 
of v success.^; Hey was-/ neither- -a- 1 
dissidents nor a /great- artist,/ He . 
had,! no big secrets, to - selly-ribr -> 
any '.vfsiblej sense-- of mission:' He., 
c a n n o tv h a ve a hy h o p es o f gr eat 

rtches--dn J the-, west, .ITu-defected ! 

only when:thei'systent ''seemed- to .- 

be xldsing//against > diltnt ! fcr'dehy'. j 
him rhe>prospectsi which' he feltw 
were hn£ ‘due /after long' and/ loyaly. 
service. r^Osense -.of- personal- Inrb 
justice, ‘ a desire' to go orr living..; 
in the"west, : ' : ahd a 1 basic lack- of y 
faith - ' ibUhvhat' ■ he' was- -; doing*:;, 
seem to- have 'been sufficient to 
bring .him to- the decision. ,In a - 
wav, he is.. fleeing not from neo- / 
Stalinism- but from the absence 
of Stalinism /.-in, ..the Soviet. Union,:/ 
from- the: loss of purpose,-: order ... 
and discipline. There was simoly 
nnthing'to-hokl- his lovalty once , 
his career was at an end. 

tin- all ; this- 1 ' there- is a lot that i 
is typical, even if his decision to- - 
defect was .riot;... but even that 
decision is.. -/revealing,. ..for ...it 
exposes thed hollow 'core' that; is- 
now, at % .the /centre of the Soviet . 
system,.;.- As. "I -Mr ..Dzhirkvelov , 
describes/ i^and; -his/ account;- is 
, confirmed- bygbthersji the; Soviet ' 
Uniontis' riow-.run; byi an “ aristo- ./ 
bareaucracy^t-siay'-bbdy sa of /' 

, careerists/iwithoutyprinciples ; oc ; , A . 
faith. This Would be. better than 
thee savage. zealh^f, the .Stalin. era;c- 


though Mr Dzhirkvelov seems 
only half in ' agreement, but it 
makes for. a. system with pro-, 
found : and:- growing internal 
weaknesses,...;' . Creativity- -.and 
initiative are stifled, innovation 
is held back, anti the. top -level-- 
of the- apparatus , is* increasingly 
isolated from reality by the self- 
serving- tendency ' of the lower 
/ levels to 'pass upwards informa- 
, tion; which- it believes /the top 
JeveL-9, wants r. to J hear. M. The 
4bringer$". of good news are-rriorV 
/likely, to be promoted than -the 
/briqgers Ar.bad..'.I/./..L •I'T-yl-i 
fy’This .means' that - large" and 
- small decisions, are often, made 
■ cm the basis of distorted informa- 
AtionwOtand vf:/ over-optimistic 
/'assumptions! V-Mr ?-.* Dzhirkvelov 
r> ! cites -examples from -his African 
"'experience --'which show- .Moscow 
/baclly'.outr'Of, touch wi fh reality, , 

. but- ithere must b e ' m any. o tilers , 
■v'Alrnost . ’certainly, 'for instance, 
; 7thdi,/d'ecisiori: 'to/ invade Czecho- 
slovakia in 1953 was based on 
, information which-, underplayed ■ 
-the -support for- Mr: Dubcek and 
• exaggerated the dangers- of 
./instability?.- Probably the invasion " 
/of. »‘ Afghanistan -was-* based on 
r similarly, over-o-ptimisric assump- 
tions about the ease- with which 
•’the country could be subjugated, 
^pri/.a.’, more 'general - level- there/ 
fare plenty 'of examples ofSoviet 
'officials conspicuously failing to 
understand the workings of. the 
T American political system-.' And; 
teveri-Mf " the ‘ leadership gets.' 
. accurate,,,: information:., on the' 
"catastrophic ' state , of the Soviet 
'economy it is' so insulated from 
/reality by its own privileges that 
, ! i't .probably/pannpt entirely grasp 
/.theTruthlL^,, 

The.; implications-.' of this- ; for ; 
the.* west are- worrying; for a num- 
;:bery;of -"different but- > related;. 


reasons. First, a country which 
bases its policies on a distorted jj 
.view of the wo-rld, and which.; 
may not be fully informed about { 
..itself, is .inevitably dangerous ,| 
-and difficult: to deal with. .Sec-' j 

ondly, a couatry. expanding, from ..| 

-"an, empty-- core- is more danger- | 
/; ous mb an ‘-"a' country' which still j 
■A- believes in -.‘dtselfc'-For,* aui-yotrij- J 
' munist ' state,;-/ in-' -particular, *a 
-'/ firm belief -in the. scientific laws 
Tot history will tend to make for 
patience,- siricetthere isynoVneed^ 

; v to / take risksVif ''history, 

/- one’s side. but. when faith weak-!-. 

ens the temptation ^increases "to 
/ prop it : up / by demonstrating' 
■!. forcibly thar'/communism/i's,'on;. 

:: v the march. '.Otherwise theMegiti-.- 
-!,. macy of. the . entire - system '■> can ■ 

- be questioned.. To- a great extent 
it is not communist .zeal. butt the* 
.--.crumbling-, of /that- zeal '-which 
‘/'/drives the- Soviet. Union /to t ex- *:. 
-.- nand -.its ' 'influence u "' abroad?’ 1 


paud its influence ' abroad.^ 
Thirdly, when the'-rulhig/jetke , 
-! of an. imperial power begins to 
doubt its right to rule;::' and- to- 
rule only, 'ter preserve itself-,; rof 
. has set. in. ;■-// ■/.•LkrLL: 

"/•A.-: As -Mr Dzhirkvelov saysr soma- 
v thing .must happen- But//' as/ he; 
P also- suggests; -. there are - dangers^ 
in; both directions' of 'change—' 
•7 hr tighter controls and in greater : : 
;d “ipocratiza tion. ‘"/Tber^M's p irm 

■ !obvious way o-ut. This,/ too,, in* 
creases the dangers' ahead-. t* for- 
even a ,-new Jeadership-^whiclri; 

/ -anyway- will’-Have- earned its p T -' o - 
!•/ motion :br*. deference -to dhei.ex-- 
,/ isting order, will-haye.prio iclear, 

■ answers* in' sight /It will -be; tinder:*: 
! /- the same pressures and the same-: 
//handicaps as the . present legder- 
y .ship and*'-' possibly under ., still , 
.■'-■greater temptation to-. try- to es- 
cape them - by .... taking- orisks, 

"abroad! — --- : . V; /'/..'. .7//. 
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